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 (142)	Four Jbr a Penny•, or Poor Robin's Character of an unconscionable Pawnbroker and
ear-mark of an Oppressing Tallyman .. . Harleian Misc., IV, p. 148.
 (143)	Add. MSS. 35142, fo. 38.
 (144)	Police ... p. 381. It is true that Colquhoun ascribed the cause of the supposed
deterioration to defects in police: *It must be evident as the miseries of the poor do not
appear to be alleviated and their morals grow worse, that there must be some cause to
produce effects so opposite to what might have been expected from such unparalleled
philanthropy; the cause indeed may easily be traced in the general system of police. .. /
This is lost sight of by many who have used the assertion of deterioration to support a
variety of theses. The assertion, however, is not borne out by the facts of social history.
Place remarks: "Mr Colquhoun ... did not perceive that a material change for the better
was going on among the people, and that getting drunk and quarrelling were gradually
declining. He did not observe that among clerks to merchants and bankers and other
persons, drinking and fighting had no place, and he did not see that by means of the better
education workmen in London were approximating to the class mentioned, and that in
proportion ... their grossness of conduct would leave them. That this has been the case
is apparent to everyone of fifty years of age to whose remembrance I have called the period
of their youth. That a huge mass of vice and misery exists is but too true, that in the metro-
polis there is an increase of vicious and miserable, ceteris paribus, in respect of the popula-
tion, then and now, I deny, on the contrary I assert that the proportion of crimes has
greatly diminished.* After describing the decline of drunkenness, the greater cleanliness
and decency of manners, he goes on: 'Could this change in manners have taken place
without a corresponding change in morals? The answer must be, it could not and it has
not... I really know no one thing in which any class or description of persons from the
richest tradesman to the meanest person living has retrograded	If this be so, how has
this change been brought about? ... The general answer is the gradual advance of school
education, breaking down the absurd reverence for their betters as they used to be called.
*. . These people have learned to lay out their money in a better way, to spend less in
drinking and more in useful ways, to ensure less in the lottery, now indeed happily put an
end to	' (Add. MSS. 27827, if. 48-52 (1824).)

